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AMENDMENTS TO THg f!i AlMg 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
the application. 

1 . Canceled, 

2. Cancefed. 

3. Canceled. 

4. Canceled. 


in 


an 


5. (Currently Amended) The handpl G ce u fUdiniO ; A handpiece, cr^m pri^.nr,- 
a handpiece assembly innludina a hanfl piece hnnfting; 
an insert detachahly coupled to the handpiece hnr.i.inq ^ the insert inrJnHmg 
RF electrode with a conductive portion pnri ^ Hi electric bAiwpAn the cQndur:tiv^ p nrtinn 
and a skin surface when the RF electrode \^ p n sitioned at the ^.kin to provide fnr 
passage of energy throuoh the dietentrin tn the skin .^nrfarA; « p H 

a cooling fluidic merilnm dispen^^mg ^Q ^emblv nn», pipH tp the in<^ert ^nd th^ 
l iandpiece housing, wherein the ooolina flufdin n^ ^iu rry dfspen^lnr^ ^.co,mblv inr^lud^. . 
fluid delivery ruember couniRd to a cooHnn fi,nHin medium v^iv/» m^rr,Kor thr 
cooling fluldic medium valve member is positioned in the insert. 


6. Canceled. 

7. Canceled. 

8. Canceled. 
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9. 

Canceled. 

10. 

Canceled. 

11. 

Canceled. 

12. 

Canceled. 

13. 

Canceled. 

14. 

Canceled. 

15. 

Canceled. 

16. 

Canceled. 


17. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly Including a handpiece housing; and 

an Insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert including an 

RF electrode with a conductive portion and a dielectric, the dielectric capacitively 

coupling energy from the RF electrode to a skin surface; and 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode, the force sensor configured to zerc 

out gravity effects of the weight of the RF electrode assembly . 

18. {Original) The handpiece of claim 17, wherein the force sensor is configured to 
detect an amount of force applied by the RF electrode against a surface. 

19. Canceled. 
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20. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; and 

an Insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the Insert Including an 

RF electrode with a conductive portion and a dielectric, a tissue interface surface and a 

back surface; and 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode, 

wherein the force sensor is configured to zero out gravity effects of the weight of 
the BE electrode ass e mb l y in any orientation of a front surfiace of the RF electrode 
relative to a direction of gravity, 

21 . (Original) The handpiece of claim 17, wherein the force sensor is configured to 
provide an Indication of RF electrode contact with a skin surface. 

22. (Original) The handpiece of claim 17, wherein the force sensor Is configured to 
provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a contacted skin 
surface is below a minimum threshold. 

23. (Original) The handpiece of claim 1 7, wherein the force sensor is configured to 
provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a contacted skin 
surface is above a maximum threshold. 
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24. (Previously Presented) A handpiece comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; and 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including an RF electrode with a conductive portion and a dielectric, a tissue interface 
surface and a back surface; 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode; and 

a tare button coupled to the force sensor. 

25. (Currently Amended) The handpi e ce of claim 1 . A handpiece. comDrisina: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housino: and 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housino, the insert including an 
RF electrod e with a conductive portion and a dielectric between the conductive portion 
and a skin surface when the RF electrode is positioned at the skin to provide for 
passaae of enerav throuoh the diele ctric to the skin surface and wherein the RF 
electrode includes a flex circuit. 

26. (Cunrently Amended) A handpiece comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; and 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including an RF electrode with a conductive portion and a dielectric between the 
conductive portion and a skin surface when the RF electrode is positioned at the skin, 
the RF electrode including a flex circuit; and wherein the flex circuit is configured to 
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isolate flow of a cooling fluidic medium from a [[the]] back surface of the RF electrode 
to the tissue i nterface skin surface. 

27. (Previously Presented) A handpiece comprising: 

a handpiece assembly Including a handpiece housing; and 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including an RF electrode with a conductive portion and a dielectric between the 
conductive portion and a skin surface when the RF electrode is positioned at the skin, 
the RF electrode Including a flex circuit; and wherein the flex circuit is configured to 
create a reservoir for a cooling fluidic medium that gathers at the back surface of the 
RF electrode. 

28. Canceled. 

29. Canceled. 

30. (Previously Presented) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing; and 
an RF electrode at least partially positioned in the insert, the RF electrode 
including a flex circuit, the RF electrode having a conductive portion and a dielectric that 
is positioned between the conductive portion and a skin surface when the RF electrode 
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is positioned at the skin surface, the dielectric positioned to provide for passage of 
energy through the dielectric to a tissue surface. 

31. (Original) The handpiece of claim 30, further comprising: 

a cooling fluidic medium dispensing assembly coupled to the insert and the 
handpiece housing. 

32. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 31 , wherein the cooling fluidic 
medium dispensing assembly includes a fluid delivery member coupled to a cooling 
fluidic medium valve member. 

33. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the cooling fluidic 
medium valve member is positioned in the handpiece assembly. 

34. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the cooling fluidic 
medium valve member is positioned in the insert. 

35. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the fluid delivery member is 
positioned in the handpiece housing. 

36. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the fluid delivery member is 
positioned in the insert. 
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37. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the fluid delivery member includes a 

r 

nozzle. 

38. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the fluid delivery member is 
configured to deliver a controllable amount of cooling fluidic medium to the RF 
electrode. 

39. (Original) The handpiece of daim 32, wherein the fluid delivery member is 
configured to controllably deliver a cooling fluidic medium to a back surface of the RF 
electrode. 

40. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing: and 

an RF electrode positioned In the Insert, the RF electrode including a flex 
circuit and have a conductive portion and a dielectric, the dielectric positioned to 
provide for passage of energy through the dielectric to a tissue surface; 

a cooling fluidic medium dispensing assembly with a valve member and 
coupled to the insert and the handpiece housing; and wherein the dispensing assembly 
fluid delivery men ibei is configured to controllably deliver fluid to a backside of the RF 
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electrode to evaporatively cool the RF electrode and conductlvely cool the skin surface 
in contact with [[the]] a front side of the RF electrode; and 

wherein the flex circuit includes a dielectric and trace components. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The handpiece of claim 40, wherein the dispensing assembly 
fluid de l ivery member is configured to controllably deliver the fluid a coo li ng flu i dic 
medium to a back surface the backside of the RF electrode at substantially any 
orientation of the front ettrface side of the RF electrode relative to a direction of gravity. 

42. (Cun-ently Amended) The handpiece of claim 40. wherein the RF electrode is 
sufficiently sealed to minimize flow of a cooling fluidic medium the fluid from the back 
surface of the RF electrode to a skin surface in contact with the front surface of the RF 
electrode. 

43. (Original) The handpiece of claim 30, wherein the insert includes a vent. 

44. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the cooling fluidic medium valve 
member is configured to provide a pulsed delivery of a cooling fluidic medium. 

45. (Original) The handpiece of claim 32, wherein the cooling fluidic medium valve 
member includes a solenoid valve. 
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46. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 30, further comprising: 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode. 

47. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 46, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to detect an amount of force applied by the RF electrode against a surface. 

48. (Currently Amended) A handpiece comprising: 

a handpiece assembly Including a handpiece housing; 

an Insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing; and 

an RF electrode at least partially positioned in the insert, the RF electrode 
including a flex circuit; and 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to zero out gravity effects of the weight of the RF eledrode assembly . 

49. (Cun-ently Amended) The handpiece of claim 48, wherein the force sensor Is 
configured to zero out gravity effects of the weight of the RF electrode as s e mbly in any 
orientation of a front surface of the RF electrode relative to a direction of gravity. 

50. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 48. wherein the force sensor Is 
configured to provide an Indication of RF electrode contact with a skin surface. 
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51 . (Previously Presented) The handpiece of darm 48. wherein the force sensor is 
configured to provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a 
contacted skin surface is below a minimum threshold. 

52. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of daim 48. wherein the force sensor Is 
configured to provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a 
contacted skin surface is above a maximum threshold. 

53. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 48. further comprising: 

a tare button coupled to the force sensor. 

54. (Previously Presented) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing: and 
an RF electrode at least partially positioned in the insert, the RF electrode 
Including a flex circuit; wherein the flex circuit is configured to isolate flow of a cooling 
fluidic medium from a back surface of the RF electrode to a front surface of the RF 
electrode. 
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55. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 
an Insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing; and 
an RF electrode at least partially positioned in the insert, the RF electrode 
including a flex circuit; wherein the flex circuit is configured to create a reservoir for a 
cooling fluidic medium that gathers at Qthe]] a back surface of the RF electrode. 

56. Canceled. 

57. Canceled. 

58. (Previously Presented) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface and provide for passage of energy through the dielectric to the tissue 
surface. 

59. Canceled. 

60. Canceled. 

61. Canceled. 

62. Canceled. 
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63. Canceled. 

64. Canceled. 

65. Canceled. 

66. Canceled. 

67. Canceled. 

68. Canceled. 

69. Canceled. 


70. (Cunrently Amended) The handpiece of claim 58, wherein the RF electrode is 
sufficiently sealed to minimize flow of a cooling fluidic medium from [[the]] a back 
surface of the RF electrode to a skin surface In contact with [[the]] a front surface of the 
RF electrode. 

71, (Original) The handpiece of claim 58, wherein the insert includes a vent. 


72. Canceled. 

73. Canceled. 
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74. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 58, further comprising: 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode. 

75. (Previously Presented) The handpiece of claim 74, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to detect an amount of force applied by the RF electrode against a surface. 

76. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that indudes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface; 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode; and wherein the force sensor 
is configured to zero out gravity effects of the weight of the RF electrode assembly . 

77. (Cunently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the Insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface; and 
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a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode[[; and]] wherein the force 
sensor is configured to zero out gravity effects of the weight of the BE electrode 
ass embly in any orientation of a front surface of the RF electrode relative to a direction 
of gravity. 

78. (Currently Amended) The handpiece of claim 74, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to provide an indication of RF electrode contact with a-skin the tissue 
surface. 

79. (Cun-ently Amended) The handpiece of claim 74, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a 
contacted skin the tissue surface is below a minimum threshold. 

80. (Cun'ently Amended) The handpiece of claim 74, wherein the force sensor is 
configured to provide a signal indicating that a force applied by the RF electrode to a 
c o ntac t ed skin the tissue surface is above a maximum threshold. 

81. (Previously Presented) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portron and a 
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dieiectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface; 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode; and 

a tare button coupled to the force sensor. 

82. (Cun-ently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface; and wherein the flex circuit is configured to isolate flow of a cooling 
fluidic medium from [[the]] a back surface of the RF electrode to [[the]] a front surface 
oftheRF electrode. 

83. (Currently Amended) A handpiece, comprising; 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the insert 
including a flex drcuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capacitive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface; and wherein the flex circuit is configured to create a resen^oir for a 
cooling fluidic medium that gathers at [[the]] a back surface of the RF electrode. 


-16- 


2309 • RCVD AT W22/2005 3:12:41 PM (pastern DayOgm Thne] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF«2» * DNIS:27383M * CStD:913 241 6234 • DURATION (inin^):07-12 


SEP-22-2005 15: 19 


513 241 6234 


513 241 S234 P. 


84. (Currently Amended) The handpiece of daim 58, wherein the RF electrode is 
configured to be capacitively coupled to a-skin the tissue surface when at least a 
portion of the RF electrode is in contact with the [[skin]] tissue surface. 



Canceled. 

86. 

Canceled. 

87. 

Canceled. 

88. 

Canceled. 

89. 

Canceled. 

90. 

Canceled. 

91. 

Canceled. 

92. 

Canceled. 

93. 

Canceled. 


94. (Currently Amended) An RF apparatus, comprising: 
a housing; and 

an RF electrode coupled to the housing, the RF electrode including a 
conductive portion and a dielectric portion that capacitively couples the conductive 
portk>n to a tissue surface; 

a flex circuit coupled the RF electrode; and 

wherein the dielectric is posittoned to provide for passage of energy 
through the dielectric to ([a]] the tissue surface. 
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95. (Previously Presented) The RF apparatus of claim 94, further comprising: 

a cooling fluidic medium dispensing assembly coupled to the housing. 

96. (Previously Presented) The RF apparatus of claim 95, wherein the cooling fluidic 
medium dispensing assembly includes a valve member. 

97. (Cun^ently Amended) The RF apparatus of claim 9g [[95]], wherein the eooHng 
fluid i c medium valve member Is positioned in the housing. 

98. (Previously Presented) The RF apparatus of claim 97, wherein the cooling fluidic 
medium dispensing assembly includes a nozzle. 

99. (Currently Amended) The RF apparatus of claim 95, wherein the disoensina 
assembly fluid de l iv e ry member is configured to deliver a controllable amount of cooling 
fluidic medium to the RF electrode. 

100. (Currently Amended) The RF apparatus of claim 95, wherein the dispensing 
assembly f l uid deliv er y m e mber is configured to controllably deliver a cooling fluidic 
medium to a back surface of the RF electrode. 

101. (Previously Presented) The RF apparatus of claim 94. further comprising: 

a force sensor coupled to the RF electrode. 

-18- 


PACE 2S/29 • RCVD AT W22/200$ 3:12:41 PM [Eastern DayUgtlt Time] ■ SVR:USPTO.EFXRF-«26 ' DNIS:2738300 • CSID:913 241 6234 * DURATION (mm.ss):07-12 


SEP-22-2005 15: 19 


513 241 6234 


513 241 6234 P. 


102. Canceled. 

103. Canceled. 

104. Canceled. 

105. Canceled. 

106. Canceled. 

107. Canceled. 


108. (Cun-ently Amended) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 
an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing; and 
an RF electrode positioned in the Insert, the RF electrode including a flex 
circuit and have a conductive portion and a dielectric, the dielectric positioned to 
provide for passage of cun^nt through the dielectric and not directly to a tissue; and 

a cooling fluidic medium dispensing assembly with a valve member and 
coupled to the insert and the handpiece housing; and wherein the fluid d e l i v e ry memb e r 
dispensing assembly is configured to controllably delivery fluid to a backside of the RF 
electrode to evaporatively cool the RF electrode and conductively cool [[the]] a skin 
surface In contact with the front side of the RF electrode. 
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109. (Pre\^ously Presented) A handpiece, comprising: 

a handpiece assembly including a handpiece housing; 

an insert detachably coupled to the handpiece housing, the Insert 
including a flex circuit and an RF electrode that includes a conductive portion and a 
dielectric positioned to provide capadtive coupling between the conductive portion and 
a tissue surface, the dielectric positioned to provide for passage of cunent through the 
dielectric and not directly to a tissue. 

110. Canceled. 
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